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[standfirst] You can be at these highly-awarded wineries within an hour of leaving Melbourne. 

From boutique micro-wineries to commercial operations with on-site art galleries, restaurants and shops, the Yarra Valley in Victoria is one of the world’s great cool-climate wine growing areas and every year its top wineries take home the awards to prove it.

The region, located 50km (or an easy one-hour drive) north-east of Melbourne, was Victoria’s first wine growing district, with a history stretching back 170 years. Fast-forward to the present day and you’ll find 160 wineries specialising in exceptional chardonnay, pinot noir, cabernet and shiraz – all led by talented and innovative winemaking teams that balance respect for tradition with a commitment to modern viticulture. 

To truly experience the best the Yarra Valley has to offer is to tour its cellar doors, where you can stroll through the vineyards, chat to the winemaker, take a behind-the-scenes tour and sip award-winning wines surrounded by breathtaking scenery. 

The stunning wine region also makes for a great getaway, where there’s always something new to experience, such as dining at top restaurants or taking to the skies in a hot air balloon. Here are four of the best and most highly-awarded wineries to inspire your journey:

1. Yarra Yering
Winemaking at award-winning Yarra Yering, one of the oldest and most beautiful vineyards in the Yarra Valley, has been under the watchful eye of innovative winemaker Sarah Crowe since 2014. 

Crowe received one of the industry’s highest honours with wines made in her first vintage at Yarra Yering, taking out the coveted accolade of Winemaker of the Year at the Halliday Wine Companion Awards in 2017.

She subtly pushes boundaries while respecting the hands-on traditions of the winery’s founder, Dr Bailey Carrodus, gently reducing oak use for a more restrained winemaking style and bottling under screwcap. She was also the first winemaker in the Yarra Valley to release a shiraz and pinot noir blend, an uncommon style gaining traction in the Australian wine scene.

The winery is best known for its Bordeaux-style cabernet and shiraz blends, known as Dry Red No. 1 and Dry Red No. 2 respectively. Grapes for these exceptional reds come from low-yielding, unirrigated vines that provide fruit with superb depth and intensity. You can taste current and museum stock of both at Yarra Yering’s cellar door, which was named Best Small Cellar Door in 2017 by Gourmet Traveller Wine magazine.

2. Oakridge
Gourmet Traveller magazine’s Winemaker of the Year in 2017, David Bicknell has a reputation for consistently producing the Yarra Valley’s best chardonnays, although his wines are often overtaken in accolades by the Oakridge on-site restaurant – it was named Australia’s Hottest Regional Restaurant by The Australian newspaper in 2016 and Time Out Melbourne Restaurant of the Year in 2019.

Luckily you can drink Bicknell’s new-release, 864 Funder and Diamond Chardonnay, named best chardonnay in show at the 2019 Langton’s Yarra Valley Wine Show, over a leisurely long lunch prepared by co-head chefs Matt Stone and Jo Barrett, who source much of their produce from the on-site 120m2 kitchen garden or from farms within a 10km (6.2 mile) radius of their venue. 

Only released in the best years, the 864 range features a single block chardonnay, pinot noir, shiraz and cabernet sauvignon. These must-try wines come from detailed micro-selections of the most exceptional single vineyard sites in the Yarra Valley and are a true expression of terroir.

3. Seville Estate 
Tucked away from the centre of the Yarra Valley, in the ‘upper Yarra’, as it’s known by the locals, winemaker Dylan McMahon tends chardonnay, pinot noir, cabernet sauvignon and shiraz vines that were planted by his grandfather, Peter McMahon, in 1972.

From its first vintage, Seville Estate established itself as one of the finest vineyards in the area (despite the naysayers who told Peter McMahon it would be too cold to grow grapes in this part of the valley), and it was named Halliday Wine Companion Winery of the Year for 2019, a deserving accolade for the young winemaker and his talented team.

On the outside, the Gourmet Traveller Wine 2019 Star Cellar Door winning tasting room and restaurant are oh-so Australian, all corrugated iron and red brick walls surrounded by eucalypts, but inside the vibe is Scandi-chic, with its minimalist dining room and wide windows. The original homestead has been turned into accommodation, too, with room for up to eight guests. 

4. TarraWarra Estate
Picturesque TarraWarra Estate shares its grounds with the TarraWarra Museum of Art, which is housed in a building that won the 2004 Victorian Premier’s Design Award. The museum is home to the Archibald Prize – Australia’s oldest and most prestigious art award.

To sample winemaker Clare Halloran’s exceptional chardonnay and pinot noir, you’ll go underground. The winery’s state-of-the-art tasting facility is built into the lush green hillside overlooking the central lake – once inside, you’ll notice the water theme continues with a tasting table made from repurposed wood that was previously part of a pier.  

The reserve chardonnay is Halloran’s flagship release. It’s made from exceptional cool-climate fruit that benefits from the extended sunshine hours of a north-west aspect, and a hands-off winemaking approach that involves wild yeast fermentation and no additives. 

In 2015 the winery was awarded the Victorian Trophy for White Wines of Provenance for its 2014, 2008 and 2004 Reserve Chardonnay at the Royal Melbourne Wine Awards – a trophy only awarded to the best Victorian white wine produced over a minimum of 10 years. 

[CTA]
The Yarra Valley in Victoria is a world-class premium wine destination, located on the doorstep of Melbourne. Easily accessible from the city, the Yarra Valley is home to innovative wineries, restaurants, distilleries, breweries and food producers. To find out more about going to the Yarra Valley, visit www.wineyarravalley.com.au

· Be sure to always enjoy Victoria’s wine regions safely with a designated driver. 
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